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TOURISM OFFERS POWERFUL BENEFITS FOR CONNECTICUT
In Connecticut, the tourism budget is under constant scrutiny, and
continuously leveraged for political gain. It was famously cut to $1
under a former administration. And while this current administration
has done a fine job at restoring funding levels, the industry remains
under constant attack.
As one of the state’s largest employers, tourism should be seen as an
investment – a real solution to the state’s economic woes. And as we
continue to encourage our Governor and State Legislature to stand by
tourism, we are mindful of our competitive landscape. Spending levels
have increased dramatically in neighboring states, i.e. New York ($55
million), Massachusetts ($11 million) and Rhode Island ($5 million).
And visitors and revenue are constantly being lured away. Much the
same way our corporate partners like GE and Aetna are being poached.
While we understand the challenges with Connecticut’s current fiscal
budget, eliminating or reducing tourism spending is not the way forward,
especially when every bit of evidence shows that tourism spending is
such an important part of our state’s economy. In fact, preliminary
numbers from the Connecticut Office of Tourism have shown that the
recent commitments to tourism funding have paid dividends, including
$14 billion in total traveler spending, $500 million in direct Connecticut
occupancy tax revenue since 2012, 82,500 jobs supported by the tourism
industry, and more than 120,000 total jobs in the tourism sector.

Recent tourism budgets of neighboring states

The evidence is clear: Tourism is a significant
economic driver in Connecticut. We have made
major progress in growing state tourism, but
continued cuts imperil that investment.
Tourism has powerful benefits for the state, i.e. jobs, revenue, quality of
life, small (and large) business growth, economic development, resident
retention, positive public image, and historic and environmental
preservation.
Harnessing this power is the only way we will be able to change tide in
favor of our state’s future.
Let’s do this together.
Let’s change the
narrative on tourism
in Connecticut.

CHAMPION OF TOURISM:

STATE SENATOR
CATHY OSTEN
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

CONNECTICUT MARINE
TRADES ASSOCIATION (CMTA)
Founded in 1954 by a group of like-minded marina owners
and boat dealers, CMTA was formed to be the beacon for an
emerging industry that was quickly transforming the recreational
boating industry.
The organization not only provides goods and services to the
Connecticut boating community, but also supports many
regional, national and international tourists who flock to CT’s
shores annually. In addition, the boating community provides
significant tax revenues to its local communities - whether it’s
through marina employees or boaters who shop, dine and
entertain in local businesses or whether it is the boat owners
who pay property taxes to the town.
In short, the marine trade industry, as well as the boating
community is a driving force in the local area economies for
which they are located.
Over the years, the organization has successfully kept elected
officials and departmental personnel educated on the unique
characteristics that impact the marine industry. From the
partnership formed with DEP and Amtrak during the railroad’s
electrification era to successfully repealing luxury tax after the
devastating policy crippled boat sales through the state, to
maintaining high environmental standards through the Clean
Marina Program and other best-management practices, CMTA
continues to strive to build and maintain a quality industry.
CMTA is home to collaborative creative thinking, strategic
development and a passion to preserve and protect the industry
that brings so much enjoyment to so many people.

As a member of the Tourism Caucus, State
Senator Osten is leading the effort to bring
tourism back in 2017. An active proponent
of the industry in her district, Senator Osten
recognizes the importance of tourism on
economic development and quality of life. She
is steadfastly focused on improving the communities she serves.
The mother of one and grandmother of four, Senator Osten is an
experienced public official; her passionate commitment to her community
led her to become Sprague’s first-ever female selectman. In 2011, she
was appointed by Governor Malloy to the Two Storm Panel, giving smalltown issues statewide attention by highlighting necessary changes by both
the utility companies and the state in responding to recent emergencies.
Senator Osten was first elected in November 2012 and re-elected in
November 2014. She represents the communities of Columbia, Franklin,
Hebron, Lebanon, Ledyard, Lisbon, Marlborough, Montville, Norwich
and Sprague. As Deputy President Pro Tempore, Senator Osten is
Chairwoman of the Appropriations Committee and Vice Chairperson of
the Housing and Labor & Public Employees Committees. She is also
member of the Transportation and Veterans’ Affairs Committees.

SAVE THE DATE:

TOURISM
ADVOCACY DAY
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 • 10am
Connecticut State Capitol
Old Judiciary Room • Hartford

Dredging is the lifeblood of the marine trades industry, and
without the proper management plan for removal and disposal
of material, hundreds of marinas in Connecticut, would be
forced to shutdown. The research has shown that most of today’s
material is found suitable for open water placement following
extensive physical, chemical and biological testing.
The time to act is now, and CMTA asks that legislators make
the right decision and enable the industry to continue to operate
in the local community.
Connecticut’s beautiful shoreline, peaceful
rivers and active lakes are places where
memories are have been made by families
for generations – from catching the
“keeper” to nailing the starting gun at one
of the many regattas to just enjoying a sunfilled summer day cruising from port to port.

Saybrook Point Marina.

It’s CMTA’s job to ensure memories are
made for future generations.

For more information about the CT Tourism Coalition or to become a member, please visit tourismCT.com

