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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
With the holidays upon us, I wanted to take a moment to offer my warmest wishes to all of our
members at the Connecticut Tourism Coalition. It was great to see so many of you in person at
our most recent board meeting this November, where we had much to discuss. I was honored to
once again be nominated and approved to serve as the President of the Coalition. It’s a
responsibility I take seriously, and one I will gladly undertake in the weeks ahead.
The end of the year is often a time for reflection. I know I’ve given a lot of thought about what
we’ve accomplished so far—and the work that still lies ahead of us.
We heard from Senator Paul Formica and Representative Holly Cheeseman at our board meeting
about the importance of standing together as we make the case for a dedicated source of
funding for state tourism. It’s more important than ever.
Not only did the state budget deliver less for tourism than we’d hoped, we’ve now learned
that funding could be clawed back by the legislature in a new round of talks after the
holidays. We can’t let that happen. I’m asking everyone to call their state representatives
and senators. Urge them to protect funding for our industry. It’s vital for job creation and
economic growth—not just for tourism, but for our entire state.
I’ve been talking not just to my representatives, but for candidates in the governor’s
race. We have to keep this drumbeat going all year long. To that end, we’ve already
started planning for our 2018 Tourism Advocacy Day at the Legislative Office Building
is already underway. Stay tuned for more details about how you can get involved!
Our work is far from over, and we’re going to have a busy year ahead.
But in the meantime, I want to wish all of our members a very happy holiday
season. I hope you all have the chance to spend time with your loved ones,
perhaps appreciating some of the food, festivals, or simple charm of
Connecticut in the wintertime.
Thank you for all of your hard work and support over the last year.
Happy Holidays,
Stephen Tagliatela
President

Call your state representatives and senators.
Urge them to protect funding for our industry.
It’s vital for job creation and economic growth—
not just for tourism, but for our entire state.

For more information about the CT Tourism Coalition
or to become a member, please visit tourismCT.com

M E M B E R S P O T L I G H T:

CHAMPION OF TOURISM:

SYSCO

R E P R E S E N TAT V E

Just three days after
graduating from the
University of Maryland,
Alan Rosenblatt opened a
deli and bagel shop with
his father. Neither had
experience in the food
industry before becoming
restauranteurs—Alan
graduated with a business
degree while his father
worked in car sales—but
both were dedicated to
their customers and quick to learn the keys to success. It
was that firsthand experience that gave Alan the tools and
insights he uses every day as President of SYSCO
Connecticut to help restaurants in our community secure
wholesome ingredients and build great menus.
Since 1970, SYSCO has been an icon in Rocky Hill. A
major employer in the region, SYSCO focuses on hiring
locals from the surrounding community who know the
markets, seasonality, and trends across our region.
Dedicated to helping food service operators produce
quality meals for their customers, SYSCO provides food,
serving ware, and other products to restaurants, healthcare
facilities, educational institutions, hotels and inns, and
other foodservice operations throughout Connecticut, New
York, and Massachusetts.
Many of the products SYSCO provides come from right
here in Connecticut. Their partnerships with Farmer’s Cow,
Liuzzi Cheese, and other local growers and farmers ensure
that Connecticut produce and products are on the menu
at some of our region’s best establishments.
SYSCO is also dedicated to giving back to the community.
They regularly partner with Foodshare to provide more
than 200,000 pounds of food annually—enough to make
over 170,000 meals. Every year, a
large team from SYSCO participates
in the Walk Against Hunger, and they
were principal sponsors of this year’s
Food Industry Convoy of Caring.
Thanks to SYSCO’s passion for
bringing quality, local products to
hotels and restaurants across
Connecticut, they are a vital part of
our tourism industry. And as one of the
founding members of our Coalition,
we are grateful for their support as we
make the push for a brighter future not
just for tourism, but our entire state.

DIANA URBAN
Currently in her ninth term in the General
Assembly, Representative Diana Urban serves
the people of North Stonington and
Stonington. She has been a champion for
families as the Chair of the Committee on
Children, and a passionate advocate for our
industry as the Co-Chair of the Tourism
Caucus. She also serves on the Legislative
Regulations Review and Banking Committees.
For years, Rep. Urban has made growing Connecticut’s economy
one of her biggest priorities. She established the Small Business
Advisory Task Force to better address the challenges faced by our
local employers and entrepreneurs. Recently, she partnered with the
Community Economic Development Fund to deliver approximately
$4 million in public/private loans for Southeastern Connecticut microenterprises and small businesses.
Before serving in the legislature, Rep. Urban taught economics and
political science at the university level. Most recently, she taught microand macroeconomics and environmental studies at Three Rivers
College. She also taught conservation at the University of Connecticut.
Today, Rep. Urban works diligently to help young women pursue
careers in fields that were previously considered non-traditional. She
serves as a mentor to middle and high school girls interested in working
in environmental studies or economics. She also served as Faculty in
Residence at Rutgers University’s Center for Women and Politics.
In addition to her mentorship, Rep. Urban makes time to give back
to her community through volunteerism. She is a parent advisor for
AmeriCorps’s “City Year” program, and has previously volunteered
to coach basketball for middle school boys.
Rep. Urban has been a consistent ally to our industry throughout
her time in the legislature. She has spoken passionately about the
role of tourism as a driver of economic growth, and voiced her
support for statewide marketing of all that Connecticut has to offer
its visitors.

