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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Like many of you, I started the New Year with a list of resolutions.
After all, a new year means new opportunities for our Coalition,
and I’m excited to get to work. So here for your consideration are
our goals for the coming year:

meet with incumbents and candidates alike. Our hope is to meet
with all leaders in the General Assembly as well as every viable
gubernatorial hopeful between now and the state conventions to
impress on them the importance of tourism to our state’s future.

1. Grow Our Membership. Our tourism industry continues to
grow, so it’s important our Coalition grows too. We have the best
chance of securing a permanent source of funding for tourism if
we all stand together and speak as one. That’s why I hope our
Coalition will have at least 200 members within the next 6 months.
To reach that goal, we need your help. If you know a business,
nonprofit, or attraction that benefits from tourism, tell them about
the Coalition and ask them to join our cause. Referrals are crucial
to helping us expand our efforts.

4. Endorse a Candidate Who Supports Our Goals. If the budget
battles of the last few years taught us one thing, it’s that we need
leaders in Connecticut who recognize how tourism can help create
jobs and opportunities across our region. That’s why we’ll be
submitting questionnaires to gubernatorial candidates to gain their
views and ask whether they support using 3% of total taxable
lodging revenue to provide a sustainable source of tourism
funding. We’ll circulate their responses when we have them, and
hope to support a candidate who recognizes how valuable our
industry is to the overall health of the state.

2. R
each More LLegislators.
egislators. As we’ve spoken with Senator Paul
Reach
Formica, Senator Cathy Osten, and other representatives, we’ve
heard time and again that it’s important to keep up the drumbeat
for our industry and our goals. Let them know how important
reliable funding for statewide marketing efforts is to your business
and community. The more legislators we reach, the more
effective our campaign will be—so call or email your
representative today!
3. Continue to Meet with LLeaders
eaders across the State. We’ve held
numerous meetings with elected officials throughout Connecticut,
and the elections of 2018 give us additional opportunities to

I know these are big goals, but I’m fully committed to getting
them done. And I appreciate all of your hard work and support
as we move into the New Year. This year’s election gives us a
powerful opportunity to get our message across and elect leaders
who recognize the power of tourism to boost opportunities across
all sectors.
Kind regards,
Stephen Tagliatela
President

SAVE THE DATE:
March 16 • 10am-1pm
CTC Board Meeting
Foxwoods Resort Casino

April 11 • Starting at 10am
Tourism Advocacy Day
Legislative Office Building • Hartford

For more information about the CT Tourism Coalition
or to become a member, please visit tourismCT.com

M E M B E R S P O T L I G H T:

MAR FLORAL &
BOTANICALS

CHAMPION OF TOURISM:

SENATOR

ROB KANE

A longtime resident of Watertown
and proud member of the
Tourism Caucus, Sen. Rob Kane
is the Deputy Minority Leader Pro
Tempore and Ranking Member
on
the
Appropriations
Committee, Ranking Member of
the Executive and Legislative
Nominations Committee, and
serves on the Public Health
Committee. First elected to the
32nd Senatorial District in a
special election in 2008, Kane represents the communities of
Bethlehem, Bridgewater, Middlebury, Oxford, Roxbury, Seymour,
Southbury, Washington, Watertown, and Woodbury.
Kane’s district is teeming with sights and parks important to our
tourism industry. From the trails and beach of Black Rock State Park
to the local vintages of the Hawk Ridge Winery, the 32nd District is
an important part of our tourism community. Other prominent
attractions include the Mattatuck State Forest, the Bellamy-Ferriday
House, the Mayflower Spa, and more.

Located on Connecticut’s shoreline, Mar Floral &
Botanicals is affectionately referred to as Old Saybrook’s
Flower Shop. Owner Marlee Santoro grew up in the
backroom of her parents’ store, the Madison Flower Shop
and Garden Center. There she learned the ins-and-outs
of running a successful floral business.
Santoro furthered her budding career at Rittner’s School
of Floral Design at Suffolk University in Boston. There she
studied the elements of design and gained additional
hands-on experience at local flower shops across the city.
Upon her graduation and certification as a floral designer,
Santoro returned to college and formally took the reins of
her parents’ second shop in Old Saybrook.
Rechristened Mar Floral & Botanticals, this local treasure
is a vital part of our tourism industry. When warm weather
draws weddings and revelers to our coast and countryside,
many visitors and locals alike turn to Santoro
for the freshest arrangements and designs.
Santoro specializes on unique, hand-crafted
arrangements—each one made-to-order. She
displays loose stems in her store’s cooler as well
as on the floor and throughout the shop, allowing
customers to envision how the bouquets could
look in their own homes or at their events.
When she’s not at the shop, Santoro can also
be found at the Old Saybrook Farmer’s Market,
showcasing floral design and arrangements and
giving demonstrations to tourists and residents.

As a member of the Republican Leadership, Kane is a strong advocate
for business development and expanding opportunities throughout
Connecticut—especially tourism. He helped create the Connecticut
Antiques Trail with the primary goal of boosting tourism by helping
antiques and collectables businesses connect with one another for
promotion and marketing purposes.
Kane also led the fight to create the Waterbury-Oxford Airport
Development Zone. The tax incentives created in the zone are
powerful tools to attract new businesses and bring good jobs into
the region.
Prior to serving in the General Assembly, Kane served as chair of the
Watertown Town Council and was founding chair of its Business
Development Subcommittee. He is a past president of the Professional
Network Organization and a former board member of both the
Greater Waterbury Chamber of Commerce and United Way.

