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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Wow. It’s been just over a year since we formed the Connecticut
Tourism Coalition, and I’m amazed by the enthusiasm of our members
and the progress we’ve made so far. Even in challenging times, our
members continue to demonstrate our need for stable, reliable
funding to support the 118,000+ jobs tourism supports—and create
thousands more.

Since establishing the Coalition, it’s been a privilege to work with our
Members to secure meetings with Governor Dan Malloy, Lieutenant
Governor Nancy Wyman, State Comptroller Kevin Lembo, U.S. Rep.
Joe Courtney, and other top elected officials. We’ve impressed upon
our leaders the importance of investing in tourism—from the $14
billion travelers spend across Connecticut each year to the significant
investments our neighbors in New York, Rhode Island, and
Massachusetts are making to draw those travelers away.

Our message is sinking in.

In our conversations with Members of the Connecticut General
Assembly—including Senate Republican President Pro Tempore Len
Fasano, House Republican Leader Themis Klarides, Senator Paul
Formica, Senator Cathy Osten, Senator Art Linares, and many
others—it’s clear we all want to create jobs and grow opportunities
for our community.

In a discussion with Rep. Courtney, for instance, the Congressman
spoke about a recent trip he took to Ireland and the United Kingdom
to promote Connecticut as a destination for international travelers.
We know our state offers world-class entertainment,
accommodations, dining, and attractions. We just need to make
sure that message reaches potential visitors.

To that end, our Coalition has already begun meeting with potential
gubernatorial candidates. We’ve had productive conversations with
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Mayor Dan Drew of Middletown and Mayor Mark Boughton of
Danbury, and we’ll continue to do our part to show how crucial
support for our industry is to Connecticut’s economy.

We’ve taken every opportunity to meet with the Metro Chambers
and to provide public testimony in support of a dedicated source of
annual funding for tourism. Hundreds of thousands of hardworking
men and women depend on our industry to put food on their tables
and provide for their families. That’s why we’ve already started
planning for Tourism Advocacy Day 2018 at the Legislative Office
Building.

Through it all, your support has been crucial to getting our message
across. We continue to add new Members every week, and it’s your
enthusiasm and our Coalition’s continued growth that ensures our
voices are heard.

I hope that you can join us for our next board meeting on November
10 from 9 AM to 12 PM at the Waters Edge Resort. I look forward to
hearing your thoughts and ideas, and planning another year of
successful advocacy.

Thank you,

Stephen Tagliatela
President

Left to right: Stephen Tagliatela, Lt. Governor Nancy Wyman, Frank Burns

Pictured (L to R) at the CT Capitol during key legislative hearings.
Senator Paul Formica; Viola Tagliatela; Rep. Devin Kearney;
Senator Art Linares, Stephen Tagliatela; Rob Galiette; Brian Freeman



CHAMPION OF TOURISM:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
JESSE MACLACHLAN
A Westbrook native currently serving
his second term, State Representative
Jesse MacLachlan is dedicated to
ensuring Connecticut is an
affordable, attractive place to live.
Representing the 35th General
Assembly District—which includes his
hometown of Westbrook as well as
Clinton and Killingworth—Rep.
MacLachlan serves on the
legislature’s committees on
Transportation, Energy, Technology,
Higher Education, and Employment Advancement.

Since 2015, Rep. MacLachlan has worked in the energy sector as
an asset manager for Greenskies. There he oversees the company’s
relationships with its partners and provides support to the legal
department on financial matters. Rep. MacLachlan has also worked
for his family’s business—Biblio Tech, Inc.—which specializes in
the preservation and relocation of corporate, academic, and
institutional libraries.

Rep. MacLachlan’s business acumen and personal experiences have
shown him the challenges other small business owners face. He
also regularly keeps in contact with his constituents, whether it’s
discussing Connecticut’s budget with constituents at a town hall or
touring the new sugarhouse at Maple Breeze Farm to see how local
businesses help grow our economy.

In the legislature, Rep. MacLachlan has championed bills that would
keep jobs in our state and create more opportunities for small
businesses to grow.

Rep. MacLachlan is an avid volunteer and believes firmly in giving
back to his community. He mentors young people at the Valley
Shore Assembly of God, and donates his time to various municipal,
state, and regional service organizations.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

OLDE MISTICK VILLAGE
The picturesque charm of colonial New England comes alive in
the shops and eateries of Olde Mistick Village.

Founded in 1963 by visionary siblings Joyce Olson Resnikoff
and Jerry Olson, Olde Mistick Village boasts more than 60
storefronts in a unique, distinctive setting. It is still a family-run
operation under the thoughtful leadership of Joyce and her son,
Chris Regan, and it is a beloved destination for both locals and
visitors: the perfect place to take an afternoon stroll, enjoy some
of our region’s finest cuisine, or pick up a one-of-a-kind gift.

Olde Mistick Village first opened with 45 tenants, many of which—
like R.A. Georgetti & Co. and Steak Loft—remain to this day.
Jerry oversaw the construction and development while Joyce
secured tenants and coordinated the financing and marketing.

Over the years, Joyce led the charge in making Olde Mistick
Village a premiere tourist destination. She was the driving force
behind the battle to repeal so-called “blue laws,” which
prevented some retail businesses from operating on Sundays.
Recognizing that many families could only travel and spend
time together on the weekends, Joyce fought hard to make sure
Olde Mistick Village and other attractions had the opportunity
to attract visitors on both Saturdays and Sundays.

Thanks in large part to Joyce’s efforts, the laws fell, and Olde
Mistick Village continued to grow. In addition to unique shops
and fine restaurants, the Village is also home to beloved events
and attractions like the recent Garlic Festival and the upcoming
Halloween Trick or Treat.

In addition to overseeing the Village, Joyce continues to be a
powerful voice for tourism in Connecticut. Her passion,
enthusiasm, and dedication have encouraged everything from
the revitalization of the Garde Arts Theatre in New London to
rebuilding efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. She is
an inspiration to countless members of the community, and a
vital leader in our industry.

One of the founding members of Mystic Coast & Country Travel
and Leisure Association back in 1992, Joyce has long been an
advocate for tourism in our community. She is the
former Chair of the Eastern Connecticut Tourism
District, and one of the founders of the Summer
Music Festival at Harkness Park.

Recently, Joyce was nominated for a prestigious
Athena Award, which recognizes outstanding local
businesswomen who excel in their professions,
give back to their communities, and help raise
up other leaders—especially women. Joyce’s
leadership and generosity make her an ideal
candidate for this honor.

Today, Joyce and Chris are hard at work making
sure Olde Mistick Village remains a thriving, iconic
destination in southern Connecticut.
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