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THE TIME IS NOW!
In light of today’s challenging economic climate, the need for
tourism is now, and we can’t afford to lose any more ground
to our competition.

The Connecticut Tourism Coalition (CTC), an alliance of
advocates from all sectors of the Connecticut tourism industry,
is encouraging our elected officials to embrace tourism as
solution for their fiscal challenges.

Neighboring states like New York, Massachusetts and Rhode
Island are spending considerably more to lure tax revenue
away from our state. It’s likely that New York is going to steal
revenue from Fairfield County with its $69 million budget, while
Rhode Island is going to poach our visitors to Mystic Country
with its $5 million in tourism spending.

While this current administration has done a fine job at
increasing the tourism funding in the current proposed budget
from $6.5 million to $8.3 million, more needs to be done in
order to better tap the potential economic impact of tourism in
Connecticut.

Here’s the solution: The state needs to pass legislation that
uses 3% of the taxable lodging revenue in Connecticut to
establish a dedicated source of reliable funding for tourism.
This will enable the industry to better assist our government
leaders in boosting our state’s economy, increasing jobs, and
expanding revenues.

In 2010, when the Occupancy Tax went from 12% to 15%,
that 3% increase went directly into a dedicated source of
funding for tourism.  That worked for the first year, but then
that revenue went into the general fund. Now, we’re asking for
our State Legislature to fulfill its 2010 pledge and give the
tourism industry back what it promised.

The Governor and General Assembly recognized it then, and
it still has merit today -- the value of tourism is powerful in
Connecticut when it comes to generating tax revenue and
reducing unemployment. As they may remember that investment
yielded positive results.

For more information about the CT Tourism Coalition
or to become a member, please visit tourismCT.com

Since 2011, occupancy tax revenues are up

But our hotel occupancy lags others in our peer group



CHAMPION OF TOURISM:

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
CHRIS SOTO
A first-term legislator proudly
serv ing the New London
communi ty,  S ta te
Representative Chris Soto is
guided by the core values of
integrity, respect, and service.
He is committed to serving his
constituents and the State of
Connecticut with the highest
standards.

Chris arrived in New London to attend the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy and graduated with a Bachelor ’s Degree in
Operations Research. Following graduation, he served five
years on active duty as a Coast Guard Officer with tours in
Miami and New York, primarily in Law Enforcement roles. He
left service, remaining in the reserves, to pursue a graduate
degree at Brown University earning a Master’s in Public Affairs
(MPA). He left the reserves at the rank of Lieutenant Commander.

Outside of the legislature, Chris serves as the Founder and
Director of Higher Edge, a college completion organization
that guides Eastern CT’s low-income & first-generation college-
bound students on the path to a college degree and beyond.

In New London, Representative Soto serves on the Democratic
Town Committee, the Hispanic Alliance Scholarship Committee,
the Three Rivers College Foundation Board, and the
Southeastern CT Cultural Coalition Board.

Prior to joining the legislature, Chris was appointed to represent
Southeastern Connecticut on the former Latino & Puerto Rican
Affairs Commission, now the Commission on Equity and
Opportunity. He is fiercely passionate about access and
opportunity, as evidenced by his community experience, which
he proudly carries into the legislature.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

JOSHUA’S LIMOUSINE
For the past decade, private clients and business travelers have
come to rely on Joshua's Limousine Service for dependable and
elegant ground transportation. Joshua’s Limousine Service is
centrally located between the Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods Resort
Casino. The company has become known throughout
Connecticut, New York, and beyond, as a first class provider of
quality ground transportation services.

Joshua’s is committed to exceptional customer care and promises
to meet and exceed transportation expectations with clean vehicles,
professional drivers, and on-time service, combined with a genuine
personable style and human connection not often found in today's
business world. The company has built an exemplary team of
transportation professionals who are eager to serve.

In 1995, Gary McKeon was exhausted with the lack of attention to
detail with other transportation services. Gary’s wife Belinda stated,
“If you think you can do better, let’s do it!” Gary took Belinda's
advice and started Joshua’s Limousine Service with just six vehicles.

Currently, the McKeons now operate two transportation services which
they own. The Headquarter located in Gales Ferry, Connecticut and
an operation out of Clinton, Connecticut offers vehicles ranging from
sedans to 57 passenger motor coaches. In total, the McKeons
operate with a magnificent fleet of 40+ vehicles combined.

The business is built around first-class customer service.
Regardless of the time of day, clients will never be greeted with
an answering service. The business is staffed twenty-four seven
(24/7), with highly trained Joshua's Limousine team members.
Joshua's Limousine consistently provides in-house training for
improved customer service.

In fact, they have partnered with Mystic Marriot Service of Excellence
Training to provide additional training. In order to ensure safety
to its passengers, chauffeurs are trained upon hire, quarterly and
every team member is drug tested upon hire/random pool and
checked via background.

Joshua's Limousine Service is the top limousine provider to Foxwoods
Resort Casino and Mohegan Sun, the two largest casinos in the
Northern Hemisphere. The company has also worked with the Hilton
Hotel Group, top-ranked boxing organizations: the Ultimate
Fighting Championship (UFC), Lion Fight and many other world
class organizations. In addition, Joshua’s prides itself on
providing premier services
specializing in weddings,
promos, corporate runs, leisure
tours and so much more.

Joshua’s Limosine continues to
grow because of an amazing
staff of Chauffeurs and Customer
Service Representatives. Service
strives to “Provide more than just
a great ride.”

Joshua’s Limousine


